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AREA 1:
READING & THE STUDY OF TEXTS:
I’M NOT SCARED

Chapter 1

Niccolo Ammaniti’s fictional novel, I'm Not Scared, is an loss of
childhood innocence. It is a coming-of-age story pre i i od of the
ten year old protagonist, Michele. Michele’s mora i i i . The summer
heat wave intensifies the emotions of Michele : : i ly. The tragedy of

the novel lies in the destruction of the small co i isi nd actions of the
adults, which impact significantly on the

I'm Not Scared is a mystery that develops i uspense thriller. The adults of the idyllic
rural southern Italian town of Acqua Trave efarious ransom scheme. Michele’s
mysterious and terrifying dis i ictim, Filippo, in a hole next to an abandoned
cqua Traverse. The powerful and

, disturbs Michele. The hushed meetings
’s murder forces Michele to make a courageous
dge the betrayal of his parents.

sinister stranger, Sergio, who ¢
between the adults intrigue him.
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Chapter 2
STRUCTURE

An epigraph by Jack London precedes the narrative. This serves to indicate the essence of the theme of
the dark side of life, which Michele comes to see, and the consequences of succumbing to immoral
temptation.

The narrative follows the basic plot pattern. The setting is introduced i
of the hottest summers of the century. A flashback in used in the fir ter to introduce the
characters and Michele’s place in his family. The major complicati the story, which sets up the
focal mystery, is Michele’s discovery of Filippo in the hole next to the ouse. The story
climaxes in the last chapter when Michele is in the gravina on Melichetti y. In the ambiguous

iately and strikingly as one

ealise the fear

of his parents, thus in the town of Acqua Trave who are scared.
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